
March 2017 |  1

UN Information Centre for India and Bhutan www.unic.org.in

March-april 2017  VOl. Xiii  NOS. 3 & 4  TOTal pageS: 28

Price ` 1/- 

Human Development for Everyone 2 World Health Day 5 Opinion 7

UNIC@Work 23 Survey 2017 25 Roving Reporter 27
Good health and well-being & Clean water and sanitation

vPNk LokLF; vkSj [kq'kgkyh vkSj LoPN ty ,oa LoPNrk

9
17



2016 Human Development Report launched
Statement of UNDP Administrator Helen Clark
Stockholm, 21 March 2017

The Human Development 
Report in context

The first Human Development 
Report in 1990 began with a simple, 
yet powerful idea: that “people are 
the real wealth of nations”. The 
human development concept defines 
development in terms of enlarging 
people’s choices and capabilities to 
live lives they value. It puts people at 
the centre of development, both as its 
drivers and its beneficiaries. The Human 
Development Index which accompanies 
each global report has indicators for 
income, education, and health status 
in order to give a more balanced picture 
of progress than measuring by GDP per 
capita alone can.

This report, “Human Development for 
Everyone”, has a particular focus on 
those who have been left behind by 
development progress over the past 25 
years, and how that exclusion can be 
overcome. Ensuring that development 
progress is broadly shared is not just 
the right thing to do; it is essential to 
building and sustaining the foundations 
for the peaceful, just, and inclusive 
societies envisaged in the 2030 Agenda. 
That Agenda too puts people at the 
centre of development as its ultimate 
beneficiaries, and seeks to advance all 
three strands of sustainable development 
– the economic, the social, and the 
environmental – simultaneously. 

Main messages of the report

Allow me to highlight three of the 
report’s key messages.

1. Averages disguise inequalities. The 
Human Development Index (HDI) has 
registered substantial progress on average 
in every region since 1990 – across 

Human Development for everyone

educational attainment, health status, 
and income levels. Yet when one looks 
beneath the averages, it is clear that a 
significant number of lives have been 
scarcely touched by that progress. 
One-third of the world’s population 
continues to live in low human 
development, and hundreds of millions 
of those people live in countries classed 
as having medium, high, or very high 
human development overall. 

In almost every country, certain groups 
are more disadvantaged than others. 
These include women and girls, rural 
populations, persons with disabilities, 
ethnic minorities, indigenous peoples, 
migrants and refugees, older people, and 
LGBTI communities. The disadvantage 
they face is multidimensional. Those 
born into disadvantaged families are 
more likely to suffer disadvantage 
themselves throughout the life cycle.

Those who have been systematically 
excluded often face deep and persistent 
barriers which are embedded in laws 
and local norms, resulting in unequal 
access to economic resources and 
political participation. They are also 
more vulnerable to the impacts of 
shocks and crises.

Gender inequality and the lack of 
women’s empowerment remain 
significant challenges to global progress 
on human development across all 
regions. Women tend to be poorer, 
earn less, and have fewer opportunities 
to participate in civic life than do 
men. In some countries, a husband’s 
permission is still required for a wife to 
work. In around 100 countries, women 
are denied access to certain jobs – 
including factory jobs or working at 
night – simply because they are women.

2. Ensuring human development for 
everyone requires better data and analysis 
to inform policy and action. National 
statistical systems need to collect 
disaggregated data across a wider range of 
socio-economic indicators. Even gender-
disaggregated data is in short supply in 
many countries. New sources of data, 
like “big data”, need to be tapped to 
expand knowledge of where development 
challenges lie. 

Both quantitative and qualitative data is 
needed to inform policy. It is encouraging, 
for example, to know that girls’ enrolment 
in primary education has increased in 
many countries, but discouraging to learn 
that in half of 53 developing countries with 
relevant data, the majority of adult women 
who completed four to six years of primary 
school are illiterate.

The report recommends taking a broader 
view of development which recognizes 
both the traditional more tangible, aspects 
of development, such as better health 
and education, and the importance 
of more intangible aspects. Voice and 
empowerment, for example, are both 
objectives of human development and a 
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development are designed for and 
reach everyone, including those 
who have been left behind. Making 
development more inclusive is a 
critical component of this. The Global 
Deal is cited in the report as a good 
example of promoting inclusive 
development. The Global Deal 
would put decent work at the centre 
of macroeconomic policy. It needs 
support from national governments, 
employers, unions, and broader civil 
society.

• Recognizing that the most 
disadvantaged need extra assistance 
to overcome discrimination. This is 
important if human development for 
everyone is to be realised. 

• Making human development progress 
more resilient. A range of shocks – 
from natural disasters and epidemics 
to economic crises and conflicts – can 
reverse hard won development gains, 

and they generally hit vulnerable and 
marginalized groups the hardest. By 
building resilience into development 
pathways, including through stronger 
social protection systems and 
effective risk management, countries 
can mitigate against shocks and 
development setbacks. 

Conclusion

Allow me to conclude by emphasizing 
the optimism of this report. Human 
development for everyone is not a 
dream, it is attainable. Sweden has 
long inspired me with its commitment 
to equitable development. Now the 
2030 Agenda provides commitment 
at the global level to leave no one 
behind in development. The Report we 
are launching today shows how the 
human development approach supports 
achieving the broader 2030 
Agenda and building a more 
peaceful and equitable world. n

Human Development for everyone

powerful means by which communities 
can achieve it, including by ensuring that 
all groups are represented at the table 
when national priorities are being set. 

3. Global institutional reforms which 
produce a fairer multilateral system 
are important for development to 
reach everyone. The report argues that 
these reforms should support better 
regulation of global markets, governance 
of multilateral institutions, and 
strengthening global civil society, and 
that they should address key challenges 
like the generation of global public goods. 

Call for Action

The report concludes with a set of 
national policy recommendations to 
complement the reforms to global 
institutions I just mentioned. These 
include: 

• Ensuring that policies and 
programmes which promote human 

UNDP Administrator Helen Clark at the launch of the 2016 Human Development Report in Stockholm, Sweden.
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Exclusion and inequality lead to uneven development 
across Asia and the Pacific

Disparate progress in South and 
East Asia and the Pacific due to 
discrimination towards women, 

ethnic minorities and populations in 
remote areas, says UNDP Report.

Exclusion of women, ethnic minorities, 
and people living in remote areas create 
chronic barriers that have stymied 
human development progress and led to 
significant disparities within the Asia and 
the Pacific region, leaving many behind.

A stronger focus on those excluded 
groups, and on actions to dismantle 
these barriers is urgently needed to ensure 
sustainable human development for all.

These are among the key findings of the 
Human Development Report 2016 entitled 
‘Human Development for Everyone’

The report makes clear that progress in the 
Asia and Pacific region has not benefited 
everyone. Despite a steep drop in poverty 
between 1990 and 2013 – in East Asia, 
the proportion of people living on less 
than $1.90 a day fell from 60 percent 
to under 4 percent, and in South Asia 
from 45 percent to 15 percent – some 54 
percent of the world’s multidimensional 
poor live in South Asia, as measured by 
the Multidimensional Poverty Index.

South Asia also has the highest levels of 
malnutrition in the world at 38 percent 
(measured by the prevalence of severe 
or moderate stunting in children under 
five years), and the lowest public health 
expenditure globally as a share of GDP, at 
1.6 percent (2014).

“This report uncovers a deeper story 
behind the statistics,” said Haoliang Xu, 
Director of the UNDP Regional Bureau 
for Asia and the Pacific. “Even in a region 
that has made such remarkable progress, 
pockets of exclusion continue to prevent 
millions of people from fulfilling their true 
potential.”

The report shows that the disparities 
disproportionally impact certain 
groups. Women, ethnic minorities and 
people living in remote areas can suffer 
deprivations both overt and hidden.

Asia-Pacific has the largest gender 
gap of all developing regions.

 The report shows that gender-based 
inequalities linked to patriarchal social 
norms afflict women over their entire lives. 
Such disparities manifest in myriad ways: 
higher malnourishment, morbidity and 
mortality for women; starkly imbalanced 
sex ratios due to sex discrimination; lower 
labour force participation rates for women, 
but higher workloads and less rest; less 
access to financial decisionmaking; and 
the pervasive risk of violence against 
women.

Between their first and fifth birthdays 
girls in India and Pakistan have a 30 to 50 
percent greater chance of dying than boys. 
Women consistently have, on average, a 
lower HDI value than do men across the 
world, but the largest difference is in South 
Asia, where the female HDI value is 20 
percent lower than the male value. Indeed, 
according to the report, the Asia-Pacific 
region is the second most genderunequal 
of all developing regions, after the Arab 
States region. In South Asia, gender 
gaps in women’s entrepreneurship and 
labour force participation account for an 
estimated income loss of 19 percent.

Minority groups, whether by ethnicity, 
language or religion, continue to face 
barriers to social, economic and political 
participation. For example, the report 
shows that in Vietnam some 85 percent 
of children aged 12–23 months from the 
Kinh-Hoa majority were fully immunized 
in 2014, compared with only 69 percent of 
ethnic minority children.

Evidence from Nepal in 2011 shows 
similar patterns of disadvantages among 

ethnic minorities, with wide variations 
in HDI values across population groups, 
albeit with trends towards less inequality. 
The Newar people have the highest HDI 
value (0.565), followed by the Brahman-
Chhetris (0.538), Janajatis (0.482), 
Dalits (0.434) and Muslims (0.422). The 
variations in HDI values are significant 
within these groups, depending on 
location. The highest inequalities are in 
education, which impact capabilities over 
the lifespan.

It is time to face up to deep-rooted 
barriers to development

“By eliminating deep, persistent, 
discriminatory social norms and laws, 
and addressing the unequal access 
to political participation which have 
hindered progress for so many, poverty 
can be eradicated and a peaceful, just, and 
sustainable development can be achieved 
for all”, Helen Clark said.

Marginalized groups often have limited 
opportunities to influence the institutions 
and policies that determine their lives. 
Changing this is central to breaking the 
vicious circle of exclusion and deprivation.

To this end, the report calls for far greater 
attention to empowering the most 
marginalized in society and recognizes the 
importance of giving them a greater voice 
in decision-making processes.

It also calls for a more refined analysis to 
inform actions including making a shift 
toward assessing progress in such areas 
as participation and autonomy. Key data, 
disaggregated for characteristics such as 
place, gender, socioeconomic status, and 
ethnicity is vital to identifying who is 
being left behind.

The report stresses the importance of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
to build on past development gains noting 
that the agenda and human development 
approach are mutually reinforcing. n
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World Health Day 2017
Depression: Let’s talk

Feeling sad consistently? Losing interest 
in activities you normally enjoy? Unable 
to carry out daily activities for 2 weeks 
or more? 

You might be going through depression. 
It can happen to anybody and you 
are not alone. Globally, 322 million 
people are living with depression and 
it is the single largest contributor to 
global disability. In India alone, one 
in 20 Indians suffers from depression 
(National Mental Health Survey 2015-
16). 

At its most severe, depression can lead 
to suicide. It is estimated that in 2015, 
globally 788 000 people died due to 
suicide. For each adult who commits 
suicide, there are more than 20 others 
who attempt suicide. The aftermath is 
often a traumatic life, including legal 
harassment. Estimates indicate that in 
2012, India had over 258 000 suicides, 
the age-group of 15-29 years being most 
affected. 

These are staggering numbers 
but they don’t tell the 
whole story. It is ironic that 
mental health in general, and 
depression in particular, is 
something not talked about 
though being a vital component 
of wellness. 

To address this important public 
health issue, Depression - 
Let’s talk is the theme for 
World Health Day 2017. 

Celebrated on 7 April every 
year to mark the anniversary 
of the founding of the World 
Health Organization, the 
World Health Day provides a 
unique opportunity to mobilize 
action around a specific health 
topic of concern to people all over the 
world. 

The overall goal of this year’s campaign 
is that more people with depression 
seek and get help. More specifically, 

it is aimed at creating a 
better informed general 
public on depression, 
its causes and possible 
consequences, including 
suicide, and help available 
for prevention and treatment; 
encouraging people with 
depression to seek help; and 
facilitating family, friends and 
colleagues of people living 
with depression to provide 
support.

At the core of the campaign 
is the importance of talking 
about depression as a vital 
component of recovery. 
The stigma surrounding 
mental illness, including 
depression, remains a barrier 
to people seeking help. It is 
the elephant in the room. 
Talking about depression, 

WorlD HealtH Day
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with a family member, friend or medical 
professional; in schools, the workplace 
and social settings; or in the public 
domain, helps break down this stigma, 
ultimately leading to more people 
seeking help. 

Mental health disorders are a burden to 
our economies, both for the countries 
and also the individuals. Investing in 
mental health, yields good returns. There 
is evidence that every dollar spent on 
scaling-up treatment for these common 
conditions brings about a return of four 
dollars in improved health and the ability 
to work. 

More focused attention for addressing 
the causes, disabilities and socio-
economic consequences of depression, 
is the need of the hour. Government 
policies must be in place to ensure 
availability of essential services. There is 
an urgent need to enhance integration of 
mental health services with the existing 
health system at primary health care 
level to cater to the burden of depression 
and other mental health problems.

India has only 3500 psychiatrists, most 
of them in urban areas. To address 



this gap, under the National Mental 
Health Programme, the government 
is strengthening the capacities of 
non-specialist medical officers to 
diagnose and treat common mental 
health illnesses, including depression, 
at the primary health care level and 
also ensure timely referral. It would 
also be worthwhile to identify linkages 

with other national programmes like 
adolescent health, trauma care, and 
elderly care. 

Inclusion of ‘mental health’ in the 
Sustainable Development Goals has 
brought new hope and enhanced 
visibility to mental health as a public 
health priority. It is imperative that we 

What is depression?

Depression is an illness characterized by persistent sadness and a loss of interest in activities that you normally 
enjoy, accompanied by an inability to carry out daily activities, for at least two weeks. In addition, people with 
depression normally have several of the following symptoms: a loss of energy; a change in appetite; sleeping 
more or less; anxiety; reduced concentration; indecisiveness; restlessness; feelings of worthlessness, guilt, or 
hopelessness; and thoughts of self-harm or suicide.

Who is most likely to get depressed?

Although depression can and does affect people of all ages, from all walks of life, the risk of becoming depressed 
is increased due to poverty, unemployment, life events such as the death of a loved one or a relationship break-
up, physical illness and problems caused by alcohol and drug use.

How do we address depression?

Depression can be prevented and treated. Treatment usually involves either taking therapy or antidepressant 
medication or a combination of these. Talking with people you trust can be a first step towards recovery from 
depression.

For more information, please visit: http://www.searo.who.int/india/mediacentre/events/world_health_day/
whd_2017/en/

WorlD HealtH Day
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make lives around us happier and healthier 
– in our homes, in our neighbourhood 
and the workplace. Lifestyle changes are 
low-hanging fruits. Equally important is 
to spread the message of living life to our 
full potential — in other words a ‘state 
of complete physical, mental and social 
well-being and not merely the absence of 
disease or infirmity’. n
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In the 21st century, we finally need to tackle the 
gender gap in drug policy
by Werner Sipp

I will never forget the visit I made 
to the women’s outpatient 
treatment service at Pereira Rossell 

Hospital, in Montevideo, Uruguay, in 
November 2015. I was in the country 
in my capacity as President of the 
International Narcotics Control Board 
and had the chance to participate in 
a group therapy session with some 
of the drug-dependent women at the 
hospital. Many of them spoke about 
how they had become estranged from 
their families and communities as a 
result of their drug dependence, some 
had been living on the streets; many 
held their children in their arms. I met 
Ana-Paula[1], a mother in her twenties, 
whose optimism and warmth I admired, 
given her ongoing struggle. I was 
deeply moved by her story of how she 
had sought treatment for her coca paste 
dependence upon discovering she was 
pregnant. She realised she had lost 
control of her life and wanted nothing 
more than to have a healthy baby. She 
had succeeded in not using coca paste 
for the past few months, found a place 
to live in a housing centre for women 
and a job – the money from which she 
entrusted to her friend for safe-keeping 
out of fear that she may be tempted to 
use it to buy coca paste again. Her main 
concern now was raising her son and 
planning for his future, and she told us 
that coming to the treatment service 
had allowed her to regain control of her 
life. 

Unfortunately, unlike Ana-Paula, many 
drug-dependent women do not have 
the opportunity to access treatment 
and shelter, or are prevented from doing 
so. All over the world drug-dependent 

women are ostracized from their 
communities and left without support. 
Although women and girls account 
for one-third of global drug users, only 
one in five drug treatment recipients 
is female. Women who take drugs are 
often stigmatized and discriminated. For 
this reason the International Narcotic 
Control Board’s Annual Report for 2016 
emphasises the need for drug policies 
and programmes that take women into 
account.

For drug policies to be truly effective, 
we have to consider the distinct 
situations of men and women. 
Governments need to take the specific 
needs of drug-dependent women into 
account to make sure their rights and 
those of their families are protected. 
Unfortunately, many drug-related 
policies and programmes worldwide still 
fall short in this regard. 

Our Report shows that female prisoners 
and sex workers are at particularly high 
risk of drug use. 

If we look at the past fifteen years we 
see a major increase in the number 
of women arrested for drug-related 
offences and, once imprisoned, female 
prisoners are much more likely to 
become drug users than men. When 

women are imprisoned, family life is 
often greatly disrupted. 

There is a strong link between sex-
work and drug use; women may turn 
to sex work as a means to support a 
drug-dependent lifestyle, while sex 
workers may use drugs to cope with 
the demands and nature of their work. 
Sex workers in many parts of the world 
are prevented from accessing treatment 
due to stigma, judgmental attitudes 
as well as the discomfort felt by the 
women themselves in predominantly 
male-attended treatment centers. Drug-
dependent women with children may 
also be reluctant to access treatment 
out of fear that they will be seen as unfit 
mothers and that their children will be 
taken from them. 

One-size-fits-all drug policies are not 
enough. We need better-informed 
policies, a more efficient allocation of 
sorely-needed resources and prevention 
programmes which are targeted 
specifically at pregnant women, sex 
workers, people living with HIV/AIDS 
and prisoners. 

All this is essential if we want to protect 
and improve the health and wellbeing of 
women and move closer to a solution to 
the world’s drug problem. It is my hope 
that this will ultimately give more women 
like Ana-Paula the chance to regain 
control of their lives and provide brighter 
futures for them and their families. n

*

Werner Sipp is the President of the 
International Narcotics Control Board 
(INCB), which is the independent, 
quasi-judicial body that monitors 
implementation of the United Nations 
international drug control conventions.

opInIon

[1] Name has been changed to protect the individual’s privacy.

Un
ite

d N
ati

on
s



When youth shine, India shines
by Toily Kurbanov

opInIon
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A young man walks down a 
crowded street. To the left of 
him is a gang offering him quick 

cash to join them. To the right is a 
group of young volunteers, cleaning 
up the nearby river, handing him a 
leaflet that says, “volunteer to make a 
difference”. Which way does the young 
man turn? To the left for quick cash, or 
to the right where his potential lies? 

If he chooses the path of joining 
volunteerism, he is also choosing a 
path that the nation is advocating for 
in partnership with our organization, 
United Nations Volunteers: the path of 
volunteerism as a means to sustainable 
development and a way for all 
individuals, including youth, can thrive 
and shine. 

Millions of volunteers contribute to 
peace and development worldwide. 
They work for people, planet and 
prosperity – an inclusive and equitable 
world. UNV alone mobilizes 20,000 
volunteers every year around the world 
and over the internet to assist UN 
agencies, governments, private sector 
and civil society in the long journey 
to sustainable development. Every 
day they help to eliminate poverty, 
improve basic health and education, 
stop environmental degradation, reduce 

the risk of disasters, combat social 
exclusion and violent conflict. 

By 2020, India shall have a 
demographic profile with a median age 
of 28. Acutely aware of demographic 
dividend for inclusive and sustainable 
development, the authorities in India 
are recognizing the importance of 
engaging youth in volunteerism that 
supports human development. 

Since 2014, youth and UN volunteers 
are working in partnership with the 
government to strengthen one of the 
largest youth volunteer movements 
in the world – Nehru Yuva Kendra 
Sangathan and National Service 
Scheme – reaching 11 million people. 

Hindprabha Karve, is one of the 
UN Volunteers with the Nehru 
Yuva Kendra. She is the District 
Youth Coordinator in the state of 
Maharashtra and works with the state’s 
Thane-Palghar region – home to the 
Katkaris – a particularly vulnerable 
tribal group. Hindprabha mobilizes 
youth to help village children get 
adequate nourishment. Volunteers 
have helped more than 5000 tribal 
villagers get job cards – putting 
an end to outward migration and 
displacement. 

This is the power of volunteerism – and 
making a difference with youth and 
communities.

Toney Thomas, another UN Volunteer, 
is assigned to Ernakulam district, Kerala. 
Under “100 volunteers, 100 toilets” 
initiative, he is on a mission to make the 
impossible possible. Toney and his team 
mobilize youth volunteers to end open 
defecation among tribal communities. 
Around 37 pits were dug entirely by youth 
volunteers, while living in harsh conditions, 
without electricity, piped water supply, 
sanitation facilities and phone connectivity. 

A testament to India’s Society Above Self 
mantra – these volunteers are the force for 
social change.

Engaging youth to decide for themselves 
and their communities – and giving 
them the power to change their destinies 
– that’s when youth shine. UNV is 
committed to keeping the light on in 
partnership with the government.

We commend millions of young women 
and men who are turning to the right as 
they walk on their life journeys, take the 
metaphorical leaflet and volunteer to make 
a difference. n

Toily Kurbanov is Deputy Executive 
Coordinator, United Nations Volunteers 
programme
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For good health and wellbeing, 
it is essential to have adequate 
quantity and quality of nutritious 

food – also known as a “balanced 
diet”, in order to stave off hunger and 
malnutrition.

WFP’s work on SDG 2: End hunger, 
achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable 
agriculture is very closely inter-
linked with SDG 3: Ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being for 
all at all ages. Responding to the 
challenge of widespread malnutrition 
in the country, WFP, together with key 
players in the area of food fortification, 
is advocating for policy reforms 
supporting the inclusion of fortified 
foods in the government’s food-
based social safety nets. To this end, 
WFP has contributed to the national 
dialogue on rice fortification, and is a 
technical partner to the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India.

At the state-level, WFP is supporting 
governments in improving nutrition 
amongst vulnerable populations by 
way of fortifying food served through 
food-based social safety nets. Working 
closely with school children, WFP is 
fortifying mid-day meals distributed 
to children in government and 
government-aided schools. The Mid-
Day Meal programme in India reaches 
out to 120 million children per day, 
and has played a significant role in 
impacting their growth, development, 
general health and education. 

WFP supports fortification in the  
Mid-Day Meal Programme for children 

Following a successful programme 
on iron fortification of rice for school 
children in Gajapati, Odisha which has 
now been taken over by the Government, 
WFP recently kicked off its multi 
micronutrient fortification pilot project 
in Dhenkanal, Odisha, where WFP is 
working closely with the Government 
reaching 137,000 school children. Under 
this pilot project, WFP is fortifying mid-
day meals using two different methods. 
In four blocks, rice is being fortified with 
multi micronutrients, while the remaining 
four blocks receive multi micronutrient 
fortified curry. The ultimate aim being to 
present the Government of Odisha with 
cost-effect and scalable models of food 
fortification that can be mainstreamed 
into the Mid Day Meal programme. 

Both the modalities help enrich the 
nutritive value of the midday meals, 
and are a definite boost to the overall 

well-being of children, which further 
contributes to increased motivation to 
study and do well in life. Assessments 
have also demonstrated that food 
fortification presents added advantages 
of increase in physical endurance, 
attendance and school performance 
of the children. Through these 
programmes, WFP helps create greater 
awareness on nutrition and healthy 
food habits amongst children and also 
their families. This not only enhances 
the impact of WFP’s initiative, but 
also helps in creating long-term and 
sustainable solutions. 

The targets under SDG 3 will only be 
met, once every person on the planet has 
access to adequate and nutritious food – 
a very basic for life, and WFP is working 
towards this very target, reaching the 
farthest, first; success in India will go a 
long way in achieving this. n
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Despite five-decade long history 
of nutrition programmes 
in India, the burden of 

undernutrition including vitamin 
and mineral deficiencies remains 
inadmissibly high. There is plenty 
of scientific evidence describing the 
pendulum of ill-effects of malnutrition 
ranging from poor physical and 
cognitive growth to reduced individual 
earnings and losses to nation’s GDP. 

More than a quarter of the children in 
the country continue to suffer from 
one or the other types of malnutrition. 
Anaemia continues to affect 50 percent 
of women including pregnant women 
and 60 percent of children in the 
country. One of the key challenges to 
improve malnutrition rates is to enhance 
nutrient intake of the population, in 
particular of the vulnerable groups. 

Nutrition and agriculture interact in a 
dynamic manner and agriculture can 
contribute significantly to improve 
nutrition both at individual and 
community level. One of FAO’s strategic 
objective is to help eliminate hunger, 
food insecurity and malnutrition. In its 
effort, a pilot project is being undertaken 
by the organization amongst the tribal 
communities in Odisha. The pilot 
aims to promote nutrition-sensitive 
agricultural practices among the 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
(PVTGs) in the State. Community based 
communication method, an ICT enabled 
approach, would be used to identify 
locally relevant, feasible and impactful 
nutrition sensitive agriculture practices 
for improving the nutritional knowledge, 
practices and hence, the nutritional 
status of PVTGs.

Leveraging cost-effective communication 
technology for promoting nutrition-sensitive 
agricultural practices

Digital Green’s ICT-enabled approach 
which is a participatory process 
of engagement with communities 
to produce and share information 
would be leveraged upon. It is an 
interactive approach, which involves 
partnering with local public, private 
and civil society organizations to share 
knowledge on improved agricultural 
practices, livelihoods, health, and 
nutrition, using locally produced videos 
and human mediated dissemination. 
Initial pilot studies have indicated a 
higher uptake of practices through the 
video-based approach and have also 
revealed that this model proves to 
be more cost-effective than classical 
systems of agricultural extension. The 
results from this pilot project may later 
be used for identifying the nutritional 
issues amongst the PVTG population 
from other districts of the country as 
well.

FAO looks at nutrition from the 
perspective of food and agriculture-
based approaches as the sustainable 

long-term solution to hunger and 
malnutrition. Application of a “nutrition 
lens” in conventional agricultural 
practices makes nutritionally rich, 
diversified and traditional foods 
available to masses. The fact that our 
country is facing double-burden of 
malnutrition i.e. over and undernutrition 
existing simultaneously in population, 
needs a multi-sectoral approach along 
with nutrition-sensitive and nutrition-
specific interventions to address these 
problems holistically. 

There is a need to reiterate the priorities 
which may include, improved food 
production to enhance food security; 
production of high-nutrient foods; 
reduction in post-harvest losses; 
firming food value chains with better 
technologies to retain nutrients and 
provide safe food; strengthening agro-
processing sector to prevent food and 
nutrient losses and leverage on modern 
ICT technologies to impart nutrition-
linked messages for bringing about 
sustainable behaviour change. n
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Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) has a 
critical role in saving lives. 

It contributes positively to health and 
well-being throughout the life course, 
from infancy to adulthood.

One out of five child deaths in the 
country are due to pneumonia and 
diarrhea, which are among the leading 
causes of child deaths in India. 
About 39% of children under five 
are stunted. Malaria and Neglected 
Tropical Diseases (NTDs) such as 
kala-azar, soil transmitted helminth 
(worm) infections (e.g., hook worm), 
leprosy, Japanese encephalitis, and 
dengue also affect a major population 
of the country every year. Most of 
these diseases can be prevented by 
safe water, sanitation and hygienic 
practices. 

Sustainable Development Goal 6 
aims to achieve universal access to 
safe water and sanitation by 2030. 
Despite India’s significant progress 
in improving sanitation coverage it 
is estimated that a staggering INR 
13 lakh crores (USD 199 billion) 
is needed to provide access to and 
availability of water and sanitation for 
all by 2030. 

Therefore, there is an urgent need 
for efficient multi-sectoral actions 
to ensure universal and equitable 
access to safe and affordable drinking-
water and to adequate and equitable 
sanitation and hygiene.

Delivering solutions 

Water Safety Plans (WSP): The 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
with UNICEF and the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research 

– National 
Environmental 
Engineering 
Institute 
(CSIR-NEERI) 
has built 
capacities of 
providers and 
communities 
for adopting 
and 
implementing 
WSP in rural 
water systems. 
A WSP helps 
deliver safe 
water to 
consumers 
by identifying 
potential risks 
in the water 
supply system 
from source to the point of use. It has 
been implemented in many countries 
for improving drinking water safety 
and finally protecting public health. 

NEERI, a WHO Collaborating 
Center for water and sanitation is 
implementing water safety plans 
in four hospitals in Maharashtra. 
Capacity-building on WSP has 
been conducted in Maharashtra and 
Gujarat for urban water utilities. In 
February 2017, WHO has also trained 
around 200 state and district level 
officials in Haryana. 

Sanitation Safety Planning 
(SSP): To improve safe disposal 
or reuse of wastewater, WHO had 
launched a manual for SSP in 2015; 
it operationalizes the 2006 WHO 
Guidelines for Safe Use of Waste 
water and Excreta. This approach 

requires identifying health risks in the 
sanitation system, implementing an 
improvement plan and conducting 
regular monitoring. SSP can be used 
at the planning stage for new schemes 
and to improve the performance of 
existing systems. In August 2016, 
WHO supported SSP training in 
Kolkata to create champions who can 
further support countries in achieving 
their SDG target of providing safely 
managed sanitation.

Global Analysis and Assessment 
of Sanitation and Drinking-Water 
(GLAAS) and Tracking Finance 
(Trackfin): To monitor investments 
and the enabling environment for 
the WASH sector, WHO provided 
financial and technical support for 
India to participate in the United 
Nations-Water Global Analysis 
and Assessment of Sanitation 

Strengthening capacities for universal 
and equitable access to safe drinking 
water and sanitation in India



and Drinking-Water (GLAAS), 
2016. This assessment provides 
policy- and decision-makers with a 
comprehensive global analysis for 
WASH. Going a step further, the 
results are viewed from a financing 
lens. India is also participating in 
the TrackFin Initiative, which is a 
methodology to track financing to 

drinking-water, sanitation and hygiene 
at subnational level.

Looking forward

India has the tools and essentials 
required to provide its citizens 
with better health outcomes. Major 
flagship programmes like Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyaan (SBA) reflect this 

commitment. Solutions such as 
Water Safety Plans, Sanitation Safety 
Planning, and GLAAS and Trackfin are 
contributing to the achievement of SBA. 
With enhanced coordination and better 
alignment, the country can strive to 
achieve the 2030 Agenda of achieving 
universal access to safe water and 
sanitation. n

The Global Citizen Festival 
Mumbai was more than just 
a concert, with some 21,000 

actions pledged towards SDGs 
4, 5 and 6, by key stakeholders 
(government, corporate leaders and 
influencers such as celebrities). Young 
people also undertook a series of 
actions (such as sharing messages 
online, participating in community 
activities, advocating to their local 
leaders etc.) in the lead-up to the 
Festival. SDG 6 and actions towards 
WASH were taken by the most 
number of people, with 651,712 
actions taken.

Global Citizen through The Global 
Education and Leadership Foundation 
(tGELF) have a 15-year MoU with the 
Resident Coordinator’s Office linked to 
the SDGs. UNICEF, UN Women and 
UNESCO MGIEP provided technical 
support on the messages on WASH, 
gender equality and education. An 
online and mobile phone poll of young 
people on the SDGs was also activated.

In the lead-up to the Festival a 
roundtable on WASH was held in 
Mumbai. Eight leaders representing 
the five main religions in India (Hindu, 
Jain, Muslim (Shia and Sunni), 
Buddhist, and Sikh) associated 
with the Global Interfaith WASH 
Alliance (GIWA), 16 senior media 

Taking to the stage for action on 
water, sanitation and hygiene SDG6

representatives (national and state), and 
15 senior corporate leaders including 
IICA, TATA Power, YES Bank, Essar, 
HDFC etc. debated and exchanged 
learnings from actions taken to address 
the issue of open defecation and access 
to clean water and sanitation.

The round table discussion led to 
the commitment by GIWA leaders 
to engage with over 400 faith leaders 
and reach out to over 2 million people 
on the issue by December 2019. This 
commitment was repeated in front of 
an audience of 80,000 people during 
the Global Citizen Concert as well.

Corporate leaders such as the 
representative from TATA Power 
committed to work with local faith/
religious leaders in areas of their 
intervention as a strategy to address 
WASH issues, post this roundtable. 
The media too committed 
themselves to disseminating more 
messages and positive stories 
around WASH.

This year tGELF will be monitoring 
all the commitments (through a 
third party verification) made during 
the 2016 Festival. Stay tuned for 
more updates. n
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He jumped down into the pit, 
scooped up the compost and 
felt it between his hands. The 

Government of India’s Drinking Water 
and Sanitation Secretary, Parameswaran 
Iyer, is not afraid to get his hands dirty 
but by jumping into a toilet pit he was 
not just tackling sanitation but also 
taboos.

On 18 February 2017 Secretary Iyer led 
top government officials from across 
India in opening toilet pits that had 
been left to decompose for over 18 
months and taking out the human 
faeces compost by hand.

“It’s perfectly safe and clean to empty 
a twin pit toilet. The @swachhbharat 
team joins Gangadevipally village 
today...Great to be emptying a toilet pit 
in Gangadevipally, Warangal,” Secretary 
Iyer tweeted from the village 150 km 
from Hyderabad in South India. 

The idea behind this unique exercise 
was to demonstrate that human 
excreta in leach pits decomposes and 
converts into organic manure which 
can be safely handled without fear 
of contamination or disease. The 
Government of India promotes the twin 
leach pit toilet technology, in which 

while one pit is in use, the other pit 
is closed for decomposition of excreta 
turning it into manure.

In India, where the age-old caste system 
traditionally allocates cleaning toilets 
and managing waste as a job for those 
on the lowest rung of the hierarchy, 
having top civil servants empty a toilet 
pit is a ground-breaking step towards 
breaking taboos.

While socio-economic development, 
coupled with education, has positively 
influenced caste dynamics, the pace 
of change, especially in rural areas, 
has been slow and difficult. Decision-
makers at the policy level are also 

sometimes 
influenced by 
such traditional 
beliefs, which 
has affected the 
speed with which 
safe sanitation 
practices and 
toilet use are 
adopted by India’s 
rural households. 

UNICEF has been supporting the 
Government towards its Swachh Bharat 
(Clean India) Campaign towards 
ensuring that not only do people have 
access to a toilet but that they are also 
using them in a sustainable way.

“Eliminating open defecation and 
promoting the use of toilets is primarily 
an issue of behaviour change. We are 
delighted to support this remarkable, 
hands-on effort of the Government to 
take on the issue of sanitation and break 
social barriers. They have demonstrated 
that impurity is in our minds and not in 
handling excreta,” said Sujoy Mojumdar, 
Water, Sanitation, Hygiene (WASH) 
Specialist, UNICEF India.

This initiative was also appreciated by 
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
as a practical example demonstrating 
the importance of cleanliness and, more 
importantly, changing people’s mind-
set around sanitation. “This toilet pit 
emptying exercise undertaken by the 
Drinking Water and Sanitation Ministry 
is remarkable!” tweeted the Prime 
Minister. n

Breaking Taboos and Barriers -  
The Sanitation Effort in India’s 
Flagship ‘Swachh Bharat’ Mission
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Over 20 faith leaders from 
different religions, part of the 
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance 

(GIWA), joined hands for WASH during 
the Prakash Utsav, the 350th Birth 
Anniversary of Guru Gobind Singh - the 
10th Sikh Guru.

UNICEF has been supporting the alliance 
as a technical partner during major 
events and religious festivals on key 
messaging relating to SDG-6. 

Over the past three years, GIWA has 
reached out to over 400 faith leaders and 
thousands of people, taking the critical 
issue of WASH to people from a faith 
based perspective. It has also advocated 
for WASH to policymakers, legislators 
and Government functionaries, and also 
engaged in community-based projects 
on WASH.

GIWA hosted a WASH Summit in 
Bihar on 4 January, bringing together 12 
faith leaders from five different faiths, 
including the Chief Jathedar Ji and Patna 
Jathedar Ji, together with the Governor 
of Bihar, Minister for Public Health, 
Secretary for Rural Development and 
UNICEF Bihar Chief of Field Office. The 
Summit was organized with technical 
support from UNICEF. 

The GIWA Summit focused on critical 
issues of WASH (Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene), specifically with respect to 
women and children. It also stressed 
upon the alarming situation with respect 
to WASH in Bihar- issues of open 
defecation and hygienic practices were 
highlighted. 

An upcoming Bihar State Interfaith 
Chapter was also announced during the 
Summit, with technical support from 
UNICEF. This start of a GIWA State 
Chapter to bring together a network of 
local faith leaders in Bihar to reach out 

Faith leaders come together for  
SDG 6 in Bihar

to their communities with messages on 
UNICEF priority areas is a direct follow 
up on the pledge made by GIWA at the 
Global Citizen Festival in Mumbai on 19 
November 2017.

Prior to the Summit GIWA together 
with UNICEF joined thousands of 
people paying their respects at the 
Takht Sri Patna Sahib, the birth place of 
Guru Gobind Singh. On that occasion 
faith leaders were invited on stage and 
addressed a seminar of 2000 members 
of the Sikh community in the presence 
of important Sikh Leaders, highlighting 
the importance of clean water and 
sanitation.

Side meetings were also held with the 
Chief Minister Bihar, and the Secretary 
Department of Rural Development. 
In the meetings UNICEF and GIWA 
discussed the possible future direction 
for a GIWA Bihar interfaith chapter 
and the role faith leaders can play in 
supporting the State to become ODF.

A WASH in Sikhism Book was also 
presented during the festivities. This 
Book is part of UNICEF’s collaboration 

with GIWA, where UNICEF is providing 
technical support for the development of 
books for five major religions

A delegation of representatives from GIWA 
and UNICEF met with His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama at the 40th Kalchakra Puja 
in the Mahabodhi Temple, Bodh Gaya in 
Bihar. The delegation was well-received 
and blessed by HH who commended 
the efforts of GIWA and stressed on the 
oneness of all faiths.

In front of a gathering of an estimated 
300,000 people, GIWA leaders from four 
different faiths sat alongside H.H on stage 
and spoke about the importance of faith 
and the power it has towards catalysing 
behaviour change. They also emphasised 
the crucial need for cleanliness both within 
the hearts and minds of the individual, as 
well as externally in our communities and 
villages. All leaders highlighted the urgent 
need to work together to protect and 
preserve the environment as well as the 
need for improved WASH for all. Together 
they performed a water blessing ceremony. 
During the event, a preview copy of the 
WASH in Buddhism Book was shared with 
the HH the Dalai Lama. n

Why work with faith leaders?
GIWA India is a pioneer initiative 
engaging the world’s many faiths 
as allies in efforts to create a 
world where every human being 
has access to safe drinking 
water, improved sanitation 
and proper hygiene. Religious 
communities have a proven track 
record of success in promoting 
WASH globally, and in India, 

an estimated 99% of the population 
subscribes to one religion or another1, 
underscoring the vital role faith can 
play in addressing this crisis. GIWA 
brings together leaders of different faiths, 
educates other stakeholders, engages 
in behaviour change communication 
and outreach with people, takes field 
initiatives and policy advocacy with the 
Government on issues of WASH.

1Census of India 2011 http://www.census2011.co.in/religion.php 
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PNs LokLF; vkSj [kq'kgkyh ds 
fy, t:jh gS fd i;kZIr ek=k 
esa mÙke fdLe dk ikSf"Vd 

Hkkstu feys ftls ge larqfyr vkgkj Hkh 
dgrs gSa] rkfd Hkw[k vkSj dqiks"k.k ls cpk 
tk ldsA 

fo'o [kk| dk;ZØe lrr~ fodkl y{; 
2 ij dke djrk gS% Hkw[k feVkuk] [kk| 
lqj{kk gkfly djuk] iks"k.k Lrj lq/kkjuk 
vkSj fVdkÅ [ksrh dks c<+kok nsukA bl 
y{; ls xgjkbZ ls tqM+k gqvk gS lrr~ 
fodkl y{; 3 % lHkh ukxfjdksa ds fy, 
gj vk;q esa LoLFk thou vkSj [kq'kgkyhA 
ns'k esa O;kid dqiks"k.k dh pqukSrh ls 
fuiVus ds fy, fo'o [kk| dk;ZØe 
Hkkstu dks ikSf"Vd rRoksa ls iq"V djus ls 
tqM+s vU; izeq[k lg;ksfx;ksa dh enn ls 
uhfrxr lq/kkjksa dh fgek;r dj jgk gSA 
blesa ljdkj ds vkgkj laca/kh lkekftd 
lqj{kk dopksa esa ikSf"Vd rRoksa ls ;qDr 
vkgkj dks 'kkfey djkus dk iz;kl gks 
jgk gSA blds fy, fo'o [kk| dk;ZØe 
us pkoy ds iqf"Vdj.k ds ckjs esa jk"Vªh; 
laokn esa ;ksxnku fd;k gS vkSj og Hkkjr 
ds vkgkj lqj{kk vkSj ekud vfHkdj.k dk 
rduhdh lg;ksxh gSA 

jkT; Lrj ij fo'o [kk| dk;ZØe ykpkj 
tula[;k esa iks"k.k Lrj lq/kkjus ds fy, 
vkgkj laca/kh lkekftd lqj{kk ;kstukvksa 
ds tfj, ijksls tk jgs vkgkj dks iks"kd 
rRoksa ls iq"V dj ljdkjksa dh enn dj 
jgk gSA Ldwyh cPpksa ds lkFk dke djrs 
gq, fo'o [kk| dk;ZØe ljdkjh vkSj 
ljdkjh lgk;rk izkIr Ldwyksa esa cPpksa dks 
nksigj esa fn, tk jgs Hkkstu dks iq"V dj 
jgk gSA Hkkjr esa e/;kUg Hkkstu dk;ZØe 
jkstkuk ,d djksM+ chl yk[k cPpksa dks 
Hkkstu ns jgk gS vkSj mudh o`f)] fodkl] 
lkekU; LokLF; vkSj f'k{kk ij mldk 

fo'o [kk| dk;ZØe cPpksa ds fy, e/;kUg Hkkstu 
dk;ZØe esa iqf"Vdj.k ds fy, lgk;rk nsrk gSA 

xgjk vlj iM+ jgk gSA 

vksfMlk esa xtifr esa Ldwyh 
cPpksa ds fy, pkoy dks 
vk;ju ls iq"V djus dk 
dk;ZØe lQy jgk vkSj vc 
ljdkj us mls viuk fy;k 
gSA blds ckn fo'o [kk| 
dk;ZØe us vksfMlk esa gh 
<saduky esa iz;ksx ds rkSj ij 
,d lkFk dbZ lw{e iks"kd 
rRoksa ls Hkkstu dks iq"V djus 
dk dke 'kq: fd;k gS vkSj 
ljdkj ds lkFk feydj 
1]37]000 Ldwyh cPpksa rd 
igqapus dk iz;kl dj jgk 
gSA blds varxZr fo'o [kk| 
dk;ZØe nks vyx&vyx 
rjhdksa ls e/;kUg Hkkstu 
dks iks"kd rRoksa ls iq"V dj 
jgk gSA pkj fodkl [kaMksa esa 
pkoy esa dbZ rjg ds lw{e 
iks"kd rRo feyk, tk jgs 
gSa] tcfd ckdh pkj fodkl 
[kaMksa esa nky&lCth esa lw{e iks"kd rRo 
feyk, tk jgs gSaA dqy feykdj bldk 
mís'; ;gh gS fd vksfMlk ljdkj dks ,sls 
fdQk;rh vkSj cM+s iSekus ij viuk, tk 
ldus okys ekWMy fn, tk ldsa ftuds 
mi;ksx ls e/;kUg Hkkstu dk;ZØe esa Hkkstu 
dk iqf"Vdj.k fd;k tk ldsA 

bu nksuksa gh rjhdksa ls e/;kUg Hkkstu esa 
iks"kd rRoksa dh ek=k c<+rh gS vkSj cPpksa ds 
lexz LokLF; dks c<+kok feyrk gSA blds 
lkFk&lkFk gh cPpksa dks i<+kbZ tkjh j[kus 
vkSj thou esa lQy gksus dh dksf'k'k djus 
dk izksRlkgu Hkh feyrk gSA vkdyu ls irk 
pyk gS fd Hkkstu dks iks"kd rRoksa ls iq"V 
djus ls cPpksa dh 'kkjhfjd {kerk] Ldwy esa 
mifLFkfr vkSj i<+kbZ&fy[kkbZ esa izn'kZu esa 

vPNk LokLF; vkSj [kq'kgkyh
vkSj LoPN ty ,oa LoPNrk

lq/kkj gksrk gSA bu dk;ZØeksa ds tfj, fo'o 
[kk| dk;ZØe iks"k.k Lrj vkSj [kku&iku 
dh LoLFk vknrksa ds ckjs esa cPpksa vkSj muds 
ekrk&firk esa tkx#drk iSnk djus esa Hkh 
enn dj jgk gSA blls u flQZ mlds iz;kl 
dk izHkko c<+rk gS] cfYd yacs le; ds fy, 
fVdkÅ lek/kku tqVkus esa Hkh enn feyrh gSA 

lrr~ fodkl y{; 3 ds mís'; rHkh gkfly 
fd, tk ldrs gSa tc bl i`Foh ds gj 
fuoklh dks thou dh cqfu;knh t:jr ds 
:i esa i;kZIr vkSj ikSf"Vd Hkkstu lqyHk 
gksA fo'o [kk| dk;ZØe bl fn'kk esa dke 
dj jgk gS vkSj mlus lcls nwj lcls igys 
igqapus ls 'kq#vkr dh gSA Hkkjr esa lQyrk 
feyus ij ;g mís'; gkfly djus esa cgqr 
enn feysxhA n

vPNk LokLF; 
vkSj [kq'kgkyh

LoPN ty 
,oa LoPNrk
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jr esa ikSf"Vd Hkkstu dk;ZØe 
ikap n'kd ls py jgs gSaA 
fQj Hkh vYi iks"k.k dk Lrj 

bruk Åapk gS ftls Lohdkj ugha fd;k 
tk ldrkA blesa foVkfeu vkSj [kfut 
dh deh 'kkfey gSA ;g fl) djus ds 
fy, reke oSKkfud izek.k ekStwn gSa fd 
dqiks"k.k ds dkj.k 'kkjhfjd vkSj ekufld 
òf) detksj gksrh gS] O;fDrxr vkenuh 
?kVrh gS vkSj ns'k ds ldy ?kjsyw mRikn 
dks Hkh pksV igqaprh gSA 

ns'k esa ,d pkSFkkbZ ls vf/kd cPps fdlh 
u fdlh :i esa dqiks"k.k ds f'kdkj 
gSaA vuhfe;k ;kuh jDr&vYirk ns'k 
esa xHkZorh efgykvksa lfgr 50 izfr'kr 
efgykvksa vkSj 60 izfr'kr cPpksa dks ?ksjs 
jgrh gSA dqiks"k.k dh nj esa deh ykus 
ds fy, ,d izeq[k pqukSrh [kklrkSj ij 
ykpkj oxks± lfgr dqy vkcknh ds Hkkstu 
esa ikSf"Vd rRoksa dh ek=k c<+kuk gSA 

ikSf"Vd Hkkstu vkSj [ksrh ds chp cgqr 
xgu laca/k gSaA O;fDrxr vkSj lkeqnkf;d 
nksuksa Lrjksa ij iks"k.k Lrj lq/kkjus esa 
[ksrh dk cM+k ;ksxnku gks ldrk gSA 
[kk| ,oa d̀f"k laxBu dk ,d egRoiw.kZ 
mís'; Hkq[kejh] [kk| vlqj{kk vkSj dqiks"k.k 
dks feVkus esa enn djuk gSA laxBu us 
bl flyflys esa vksfMlk ds vkfnoklh 
leqnk;ksa esa ,d izk;ksfxd ;kstuk 'kq: dh 
gSA bldk mís'; jkT; esa fo'ks"k :i ls 
ykpkj vkfnoklh lewgksa ds chp ikSf"Vdrk 
ds izfr tkx#d [ksrh ds rjhdksa dk izlkj 
djuk gSA bu lewgksa esa iks"kd rRoksa dh 
tkudkjh] muds mi;ksx dh fof/k;ksa vkSj 
ikSf"Vdrk dk Lrj lq/kkjus ds fy, [ksrh 
dh ,slh fof/k;ksa dh igpku dh tk,xh 
tks LFkkuh; :i ls mi;qDr] O;kogkfjd 
vkSj iks"k.k dh nf̀"V ls izHkkodkjh gksaA 
blds fy, leqnk; vk/kkfjr laidZ lans'k 
fof/k dk mi;ksx fd;k tk,xkA 

fMftVy xzhu dh vkbZlhVh ls lapkfyr 
fof/k dk mi;ksx fd;k tk,xk ftlesa 
lwpuk iSnk djus vkSj vkil esa ckaVus 
ds fy, leqnk; dh Hkkxhnkjh gksxhA 

ikSf"Vdrk ds izfr tkx#d [ksrh ds rjhdksa ds 
izlkj ds fy, fdQk;rh laidZ rduhd dk mi;ksx 

blds varxZr LFkkuh;] futh] ljdkjh 
vkSj lkekftd laxBuksa ds lkFk feydj 
[ksrh ds csgrj rjhdksa] vkthfodk] 
LokLF; vkSj iks"k.k ds ckjs esa tkudkjh 
dk izpkj&izlkj fd;k tk,xkA blds 
fy, LFkkuh; Lrj ij ohfM;ks rS;kj fd, 
tk,axs vkSj yksxksa ds chp ckrphr ls 
lans'kksa dk izlkj gksxkA izkjafHkd v/;;uksa 
ls ladsr feyrk gS fd ohfM;ks fn[kkus ls 
bu fof/k;ksa dks vf/kd viuk;k tkrk gS 
vkSj ;g Hkh irk pyk gS fd d`f"k foLrkj 
ds ikjaifjd rjhdksa dh rqyuk esa ;g 
fof/k vf/kd fdQk;rh lkfcr gqbZ gSA bl 
izk;ksfxd ;kstuk ds ifj.kkeksa dk mi;ksx 
djrs gq, ckn esa ns'k ds vU; ftyksa esa 
Hkh [kklrkSj ls ykpkj vkfnoklh lewgksa 
ds chp iks"k.k dh leL;kvksa dks igpkuk 
tk ldrk gSA 

[kk| ,oa d`f"k laxBu iks"k.k Lrj dks 
Hkw[k vkSj dqiks"k.k ls fuiVus ds fVdkÅ 
nh?kZdkfyd lek/kku ds fy, Hkkstu 
vkSj d`f"k vk/kkfjr n`f"Vdks.k ds :i esa 
ns[krk gSA [ksrh dh ikjaifjd fof/k;ksa 
esa ikSf"Vdrk dk vad 'kkfey dj ysus 
ls vke turk dks ikSf"Vdrk ls le`)] 

fofo/k vkSj ikjaifjd vkgkj lqyHk gks 
tkrs gSaA gekjs ns'k ij dqiks"k.k dk nksgjk 
cks> gS D;ksafd vkcknh esa vR;f/kd ,oa 
vYi iks"k.k nksuksa ekStwn gSaA bu leL;kvksa 
ls lexz :i ls fuiVus ds fy, fofHkUu 
{ks=ksa esa ,d lkFk iz;kl djus gksaxs vkSj 
iks"k.k Lrj ds izfr tkx#d vkSj mlesa 
lq/kkj ds fy, fof'k"V iz;kl Hkh vko';d 
gSaA 

bl fn'kk esa izkFkfedrkvksa dks nksgjkuk 
t:jh gSA buesa [kk| lqj{kk c<+kus ds 
fy, [kk| mRiknu lq/kkjuk( vf/kd 
ikSf"Vd [kk| lkexzh dk mRiknu( dVkbZ 
ds ckn Qly ds uqdlku esa deh ykuk( 
iksf"kd rRoksa dks lajf{kr j[kus ds fy, 
csgrj VSDukWykWth ls QwM oSY;w J`a[kykvksa 
dks iq"V djuk vkSj lqjf{kr vkgkj 
miyC/k djuk( vkgkj vkSj iks"kd rRoksa 
dk {k; jksdus ds fy, d`f"k izlaLdj.k 
{ks= dks iq"V djuk( rFkk O;ogkj esa 
fVdkÅ cnyko ds fy, iks"k.k ls tqM+s 
lans'kksa ds izlkj esa vk/kqfud vkbZlhVh 
VSDukWykWth dk mi;ksx djuk 'kkfey  
gSA n
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ou dh j{kk esa ty] LoPNrk 
vkSj lkQ&lQkbZ ¼ok'k½ dh 
egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk gSA 'kS'ko 

ls ysdj cM+s gksus rd iwjs thou esa LokLF; 
vkSj le`f) esa budk cM+k ;ksxnku gSA 

ns'k esa gj ikap esa ls ,d cPps dh ekSr 
fueksfu;k vkSj nLr jksx ls gksrh gS] tks 
Hkkjr esa cky ekSrksa ds izeq[k dkj.kksa esa 
'kkfey gSA 5 o"kZ ls de vk;q ds djhc  
49 izfr'kr cPpksa dh c<+okj vo#/k gSA 
blds vykok eysfj;k vkSj dkyk&vtkj 
tSls misf{kr VªkWfidy jksx] feêh ls 
QSyus okys dhV laØe.k] dq"B] tkikuh 
,ulsQykbfVl vkSj Msaxh gj o"kZ ns'k dh 
cM+h vkcknh dks viuk f'kdkj cukrs gSaA 
buesa ls vf/kdrj jksxksa dks lqjf{kr ty] 
LoPNrk vkSj lkQ&lQkbZ dh vknrksa dks 
viukdj jksdk tk ldrk gSA 

lrr~ fodkl y{; 6 dk mís'; 2030 rd 
lcdks lqjf{kr ty vkSj LoPNrk lqyHk 
djkuk gSA LoPNrk ds izlkj esa lq/kkj dh 
fn'kk esa Hkkjr dh mYys[kuh; izxfr ¼vkjs[k 
2½ ds ckotwn ,slk vuqeku gS fd 2030 
rd lcds fy, ty vkSj LoPNrk miyC/k 
,oa lqyHk djkus ds fy, 13 yk[k djksM+ 
#i, dh t:jr gksxhA 

,slh fLFkfr esa fdQk;rh nke ij lqjf{kr 
is;ty ds lkFk&lkFk i;kZIr LoPNrk 
lqfo/kk vkSj lkQ&lQkbZ lcdks cjkcj 
lqyHk djkus ds fy, fofHkUu {ks=ksa esa 
feydj dq'kyrk ls dkjZokbZ djuk rRdky 
vko';d gSA 

lek/kku nsuk% 

ty lqj{kk ;kstuk,a ¼MCY;w,lih½% 
fo'o LokLF; laxBu us ;qfulsQ vkSj 
oSKkfud rFkk vkS|ksfxd vuqla/kku 
ifj"kn&jk"Vªh; i;kZoj.k bathfu;fjax 
laLFkku ¼lh,lvkbZvkj&,ubZbZvkjvkbZ½ ds 
lkFk feydj xzkeh.k ty O;oLFkk esa ty 
lqj{kk ;kstuk,a viukus vkSj ykxw djus ds 

Hkkjr esa lqjf{kr is;ty vkSj LoPNrk 
lqfo/kk lcdks cjkcj lqyHk djkus dh 
{kerk,a c<+kuk 

fy, leqnk;ksa vkSj ty iznku djus okyksa 
dh {kerkvksa dk fuekZ.k fd;k gSA ty 
lqj{kk ;kstuk ls miHkksDrkvksa dks lqjf{kr 
ty miyC/k djkus esa enn feyrh gSA 
blesa lzksr ls ysdj mi;ksx ds LFky 
rd tykiwfrZ O;oLFkk esa laHkkfor [krjksa 
dh igpku dh tkrh gSA vusd ns'kksa esa 
is;ty dh lqj{kk c<+kus vkSj tu LokLF; 
ds laj{k.k ds fy, bls viuk;k x;k 
gSA jk"Vªh; i;kZoj.k bathfu;fjax laLFkku 
ty vkSj LoPNrk ds fy, fo'o LokLF; 
laxBu ds lg;ksx ls lapkfyr dsUnz gSA 
laLFkku egkjk"Vª ds 4 vLirkyksa esa ty 
lqj{kk ;kstuk,a pyk jgk gSA egkjk"Vª 
vkSj xqtjkr esa 'kgjh ty iznk; laLFkkuksa 
esa bl ckjs esa {kerk fuekZ.k fd;k x;k 
gSA Qjojh 2017 esa fo'o LokLF; laxBu 
us gfj;k.kk esa jkT; vkSj ftyk Lrj ds 
yxHkx 200 vf/kdkfj;ksa dks izf'k{k.k fn;kA 

LoPNrk lqj{kk fu;kstu ¼,l,lih½% 
xans ikuh ds lqjf{kr fuiVku ;k mls 
nksckjk mi;ksx yk;d cukus dh O;oLFkk 
esa lq/kkj ds fy, fo'o LokLF; laxBu 
us 2015 esa ,l,lih ds fy, ,d ekud 
cuk;kA blesa xans ikuh vkSj ey ds 
lqjf{kr mi;ksx ds fy, 2006 esa tkjh 

fo'o LokLF; laxBu fn'kk&funsZ'kksa dks 
viuk;k x;k gSA blds rgr LoPNrk 
ra= esa LokLF; ds fy, tksf[keksa dh 
igpku djuk] lq/kkj ;kstuk ykxw djuk 
vkSj fu;fer fuxjkuh djuk t:jh gSA 
ubZ ;kstuk cukrs le; vkSj ekStwnk ra=ksa 
dk izn'kZu lq/kkjus ds ckjs esa lksprs gq, 
,l,lih dk mi;ksx fd;k tk ldrk gSA 
fo'o LokLF; laxBu us vxLr 2016 esa 
,sls pSfEi;u rS;kj djus esa dksydkrk esa 
,l,lih izf'k{k.k dks leFkZu fn;k tks 
fofHkUu ns'kksa dks lqjf{kr LoPNrk iznku 
djus ds ,lMhth mís';ksa dks gkfly 
djus esa enn ns ldrs gSaA 

LoPNrk vkSj is;ty dk oSf'od 
fo'ys"k.k ,oa vkdyu ¼th,y,,,l½ 
vkSj foÙk O;oLFkk dh fuxjkuh 
¼VªSdfQu½% ok'k lsDVj ds fy, fuos'k 
rFkk lgk;d ekgkSy dh fuxjkuh ds 
fy, fo'o LokLF; laxBu us Hkkjr dks 
rduhdh vkSj foÙkh; leFkZu fn;k ftlls 
og la;qDr jk"Vª ds Xykscy ,ukysfll 
,aM ,lSlesaV vkWQ lsuhVs'ku ,aM fMªafdax 
okVj ¼th,y,,,l½ 2016 esa fgLlk ys 
ldsA bl vkdyu ls uhfr cukus okyksa 
vkSj fu.kZ; ysus okyksa dks fo'o Lrj ij 
ok'k ds ekeys esa lexz fo'ys"k.k fey 



tkrk gSA ,d dne vkSj vkxs c<+krs gq, 
bu ifj.kkeksa dks foÙkh; O;oLFkk ds utfj, 
ls ns[kk tkrk gSA bl VSªdfQu igy esa 
Hkkjr Hkh 'kkfey gSA blds tfj, jkT; 
Lrj ij is;ty] LoPNrk vkSj lkQ&lQkbZ 
ds fy, miyC/k /ku ij fuxjkuh j[kh 
tkrh gSA 

Hkfo"; dh jkg 

Hkkjr ds ikl vius ukxfjdksa dks csgrj 
LokLF; iznku djus ds fy, vko';d 
tkudkjh vkSj lk/ku miyC/k gSaA LoPN 
Hkkjr vfHk;ku tSls izeq[k dk;ZØeksa 
ls blds ladYi dh >yd feyrh 
gSA ty lqj{kk ;kstuk] LoPNrk lqj{kk 

fu;kstu] th,y,,,l rFkk VSªdfQu tSls 
lek/kku LoPN Hkkjr vfHk;ku dh lQyrk 
esa ;ksxnku dj jgs gSaA vf/kd rkyesy vkSj 
csgrj leUo; ls Hkkjr lcds fy, lqjf{kr 
ty vkSj LoPNrk miyC/k djkus ds 2030 
ds y{; dks gkfly djus dh fn'kk esa vkxs 
c<+ ldrk gSA n

Xykscy flfVtu QSfLVoy] eqEcbZ 
flQZ ,d laxhr vk;kstu ugha FkkA 
bl nkSjku ljdkjh izfrfuf/k;ksa] 

daiuh izeq[kksa vkSj lekt dks izHkkfor 
djus okyh e'kgwj gfLr;ksa us ,lMhth 4] 
5 vkSj 6 dh fn'kk esa djhc 21]000 mik; 
viukus dh 'kiFk yhA mRlo ls igys 
;qokvksa us Hkh vusd mik; viukus dk 
chM+k mBk;kA buesa lans'kksa dk vkWuykbu 
izlkj] lkeqnkf;d xfrfof/k;ksa esa Hkkxhnkjh 
vkSj vius LFkkuh; usrkvksa ij ncko tSls 
mik; 'kkfey gSaA vf/kdrj yksxksa us 
,lMhth 6 vkSj ok'k dh fn'kk esa dne 
mBk,A dqy feykdj 651]712 dne 
mBk, x,A

Xykscy flfVtu us VhthbZ,y,Q ds 
ek/;e ls ,lMhth ls tqM+s LFkkuh; 
leUo;d dk;kZy; ds lkFk 15 o"kZ dk 
lgefr Kkiu dj j[kk gSA ;qfulsQ] 
;w,u foeSu vkSj ;wusLdks ,ethvkbZbZih] 
ok'k] tSaMj cjkcjh vkSj f'k{kk ds ckjs 
esa lans'kksa dks rduhdh leFkZu nsrs 
gSaA ,lMhth ds ckjs esa ;qokvksa ds chp 
vkWuykbu vkSj eksckby Qksu losZ{k.k Hkh 
'kq: fd;k x;k gSA 

QSfLVoy dh rS;kjh ds nkSjku eqEcbZ esa 
ok'k ds ckjs esa ,d xksyest cSBd gqbZA 
Hkkjr esa 5 izeq[k /keks±] fgUnw] tSu] f'k;k 
vkSj lqUuh eqlyeku] ckS) vkSj fl[k] ds 
Xykscy baVjQsFk ok'k vyk;al ls tqM+s 
8 izfrfuf/k usrkvksa] jk"Vªh; vkSj jkT; 
Lrj ds 16 ofj"B ehfM;k izfrfuf/k;ksa 

,lMhth 6 ds rgr ty] LoPNrk vkSj 
lkQ&lQkbZ dh fn'kk esa dkjZokbZ ds 
fy, eap dk lgkjk

vkSj vkbZvkbZlh,] VkVk ikoj] ;l cSad] 
,Llkj rFkk ,pMh,Qlh cSad tSlh 
daifu;ksa ds 15 ofj"B vf/kdkfj;ksa us 
[kqys esa 'kkSp dh leL;k ls fuiVus vkSj 
LoPN ty rFkk LoPNrk lqfo/kk miyC/k 
djkus ds fy, viuk, x, mik;ksa 
ij cgl dh vkSj muls feys lcd 
,d&nwljs dks crk,A 

bl ppkZ ds ckn Xykscy baVjQsFk ok'k 
vyk;al ds usrkvksa us ladYi fy;k fd 
os 400 ls vf/kd /kkfeZd usrkvksa ls laidZ 
djsaxs vkSj fnlEcj 2019 rd bl ckjs 
esa 20]00]000 ls vf/kd yksxksa rd lans'k 
igqapk,axsA Xykscy flfVtu dalVZ ds 

nkSjku 80]000 yksxksa ds lkeus ;g ladYi 
nksgjk;k x;kA

VkVk ikoj tSlh daifu;ksa ds izfrfuf/k;ksa 
us QSlyk fd;k fd ok'k ls tqM+s eqíksa 
ds lek/kku ds fy, viuh xfrfof/k ds 
{ks= esa os LFkkuh; /kkfeZd usrkvksa ds 
lkFk feydj dke djsaxsA ehfM;k us Hkh 
ladYi fy;k fd os ok'k ls tqM+s lans'kksa 
vkSj lQyrk dh dgkfu;ksa dk vf/kd 
izpkj&izlkj djsaxsA bl o"kZ VhthbZ,y,Q 
2016 ds QSfLVoy ds nkSjku fd, x, 
lHkh ladYiksa dh rhljs i{k ls fuxjkuh 
djk,xkA ge vkidks rktk tkudkjh nsrs 
jgsaxsA n
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g xïs esa dwns] eqëh Hkj dEiksLV 
mBkbZ vkSj vius gkFkksa ds chp 
eglwl dhA Hkkjr ljdkj ds 

is;ty vkSj LoPNrk foHkkx ds lfpo 
ijes'oju v¸;j dks vius gkFk xans gksus 
dk Hk; ugha gSA vly esa VkW;ysV ds xïs 
esa dwndj os u flQZ LoPNrk cfYd iqjkuh 
/kkj.kkvksa ls Hkh fuiV jgs gSaA 

18 Qjojh] 2017 dks Jh v¸;j ds usr`Ro 
esa iwjs Hkkjr ls vk, ljdkjh vf/kdkfj;ksa us 
VkW;ysV ds mu xïksa dks [kksyk ftUgsa 18 
eghus ls Hkh igys ls dEiksLV ds fy, can 
dj fn;k x;k FkkA mUgksaus vius gkFkksa ls 
ekuo ey dh dEiksLV fudkyhA 

Jh v¸;j us gSnjkckn ls 150 fdyksehVj 
nwj ,d xkao ls V~ohV fd;k] ^^nks xïs okys 
VkW;ysV ds ,d xïs dks [kkyh djuk iwjh 
rjg lqjf{kr vkSj LoPN gSA LoPN Hkkjr 
Vhe vkt xaxknsohiYyh xkao esa ,d= gq,A 
xaxknsohiYyh] okjaxy esa VkW;ysV xïs dks 
[kkyh djus dk dke cgqr vPNk jgkA** 

bl iz;kl ds ihNs mís'; ;g fn[kkuk Fkk 
fd xïs esa tek ekuo ey lM+dj vkWxsZfud 
[kkn cu tkrk gS ftls nw"k.k ;k chekjh 
ds Mj ds fcuk gkFk ls fudkyk tk ldrk 
gSA Hkkjr ljdkj nks xïs okyh VkW;ysV 
VSDukWykWth dks c<+kok ns jgh gS ftuesa ls 
,d xïk Hkj tkus ij can dj fn;k tkrk 
gS rkfd ey ls [kkn cu lds vkSj nwljk 
xïk bLrseky esa jgrk gSA 

izkphu /kkj.kkvksa vkSj ck/kkvksa dks rksM+uk& 
LoPN Hkkjr fe'ku esa LoPNrk ds iz;kl 

Hkkjr esa lfn;ksa iqjkuh o.kZ O;oLFkk ds 
varxZr 'kkSpky; dh lQkbZ vkSj ey dk 
fuiVkjk djuk lekt ds lcls fupys 
rcds dh ftEesnkjh ekuk x;k gSA ,slh 
O;oLFkk esa cM+s ljdkjh vf/kdkfj;ksa dk 
vius gkFkksa ls VkW;ysV xïs dks [kkyh djuk 
izkphu /kkj.kkvksa dks rksM+us dh fn'kk esa ,d 
cM+k dne gSA 

lkekftd&vkfFkZd fodkl vkSj f'k{kk dk 
tkfr O;oLFkk ij vuqdwy vlj rks iM+k gS 
ysfdu [kkldj xkaoksa esa ifjorZu dh pky 
/kheh vkSj dfBu jghA dHkh&dHkh uhfrxr 
QSlys ysus okys Hkh bu ikjaifjd ekU;rkvksa 
ls izHkkfor gks tkrs gSa ftlls Hkkjr ds 

xzkeh.k ifjokjksa esa 'kkSpky; ds mi;ksx 
vkSj LoPNrk ds lqjf{kr rjhds viuk, 
tkus dh j¶rkj ij vlj iM+rk gSA 
;qfulsQ] LoPN Hkkjr vfHk;ku esa ljdkj 
dks ;g lqfuf'pr djus esa leFkZu ns jgk 
gS fd u flQZ yksxksa dks 'kkSpky; lqyHk 
gksa] cfYd os fVdkÅ rjhds ls mudk 
mi;ksx Hkh djsaA 

;qfulsQ Hkkjr esa ty] LoPNrk] 
lkQ&lQkbZ ;kuh ok'k fo'ks"kK lqtk; 
etwenkj dk dguk gS] ^^[kqys esa 'kkSp u 
djuk vkSj 'kkSpky;ksa ds mi;ksx dks c<+kok 
nsuk vly esa O;ogkj esa cnyko dk eqík 
gSA ge LoPNrk ds bl eqís ls lh/ks fuiVus 
vkSj lkekftd ck/kkvksa dks gVkus ds ljdkj 
ds bl mYys[kuh; iz;kl esa leFkZu nsdj 
cgqr [kq'k gSaA buls lkfcr gks x;k gS fd 
ey dks Nwus esa ugha] cfYd v'kq)rk gekjh 
fnekx esa gSA** 

Hkkjr ds iz/kkuea=h ujsUnz eksnh us Hkh bl 
iz;kl dh ljkguk dhA mUgksaus bls LoPNrk 
dk egRo crkus vkSj mlls Hkh vf/kd 
LoPNrk ds izfr yksxksa dh lksp esa cnyko 
dk O;kogkfjd mnkgj.k ekukA iz/kkuea=h us 
V~ohV fd;k] ^^is;ty vkSj LoPNrk ea=ky; 
us VkW;ysV ds xïs dks [kkyh djus dk tks 
iz;kl fd;k gS og mYys[kuh; gSA** n;wf
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fcgkj esa ,lMhth 6 ds fy, fofHkUu 
/keks± ds usrk ,dtqV 

dks eqEcbZ eas Xykscy flfVtu QSfLVoy ds 
nkSjku thvkbZMCY;w, us ladYi fy;k FkkA 

f'k[kj cSBd ls igys thvkbZMCY;w, us 
;qfulsQ vkSj gtkjksa yksxksa ds lkFk feydj 
xq# xksfcUn flag th ds tUe LFkku r[r Jh 
iVuklkfgc esa ekFkk VsdkA bl nkSjku  
/kkfeZd usrkvksa dks eap ij cqyk;k x;k vkSj 
izeq[k fl[k usrkvksa dh mifLFkfr esa 2000 ls 
T;knk dh fl[k laxr dks LoPN ty vkSj 
LoPNrk ds egRo ds ckjs esa crk;k x;kA 

fcgkj ds eq[;ea=h vkSj xzkeh.k fodkl 
foHkkx ds lfpo ds lkFk vyx&vyx 
cSBdsa Hkh gqb±A buesa ;qfulsQ vkSj 
thvkbZMCY;w, us thvkbZMCY;w, dh 
fcgkj 'kk[kk ds fy, Hkfo"; dh jkg ds 
lkFk&lkFk jkT; dks [kqys esa 'kkSp ls eqDr 
djkus esa /kkfeZd usrkvksa dh Hkwfedk ij 
ppkZ dhA 

fl[k /keZ esa ok'k ds egRo ds ckjs esa ,d 
iqfLrdk Hkh ckaVh xbZA bls ;qfulsQ us 
thvkbZMCY;w, ds lg;ksx ls rS;kj fd;k gSA 
blds rgr ;qfulsQ 5 izeq[k /keks± ds fy, 
iqLrdsa rS;kj djus esa rduhdh enn nsrk gSA 

thvkbZMCY;w, vkSj ;qfulsQ ds izfrfuf/k;ksa 
ds ,d f'k"VeaMy us fcgkj esa ckS/kx;k esa 
egkcksf/k eafnj esa 40oha dkypØ iwtk ds 
nkSjku egkefge nykbZ ykek ls HksaV dhA 
egkefge nykbZ ykek us mudk Lokxr 
fd;k vkSj vk'khokZn nsrs gq, thvkbZMCY;w, 
ds iz;klksa dh ljkguk dhA mudk dguk 
Fkk fd lHkh /keZ ,d gSaA 

djhc 3]00000 yksxksa dh mifLFkfr esa 
4 vyx&vyx /keks± ds usrk egkefge 
nykbZ ykek ds lkFk eap ij cSBs FksA 
mUgksaus O;ogkj esa cnyko ykus esa /keks± 
dh 'kfDr vkSj egRo ds ckjs esa ppkZ dhA 
mUgksaus gj O;fDr ds eu vkSj efLr"d ds 
lkFk&lkFk leqnk;ksa vkSj xkaoksa esa LoPNrk 
dh vko';drk dks egRoiw.kZ crk;kA bu 
lHkh /kkfeZd usrkvksa us dgk fd i;kZoj.k 
ds laj{k.k ds lkFk&lkFk lcds fy, ok'k 
lqfo/kkvksa esa lq/kkj dh vko';drk dks iwjk 
djus ds fy, rRdky feydj dke djuk 
gksxkA mUgksaus ty vk'khokZn dh jLe 
Hkh fuHkkbZA ckS) er esa ok'k laca/kh ,d 
iqfLrdk dh igyh izfr Hkh egkefge nykbZ 
ykek dks HksaV dh xbZA n

/kkfeZd usrkvksa ds lkFk dke D;ksa\ 

thvkbZMCY;w, bafM;k us igyh ckj 
fo'o ds fofHkUu /keks± vkSj erksa dks ,sls 
fo'o dh jpuk ds iz;klksa esa tksM+k gS 
ftlesa gj balku dks lqjf{kr is;ty] 
csgrj LoPNrk vkSj lkQ&lQkbZ dh 
lgh vknrsa lqyHk gksaA nqfu;k Hkj esa 
ok'k dks c<+kok nsus esa /kkfeZd leqnk;ksa 
dh lQyrk fl) gks pqdh gS vkSj 
Hkkjr esa djhc 99 izfr'kr vkcknh 
fdlh&u&fdlh /keZ dh vuq;k;h gSA1 

blls irk pyrk gS fd bl ladV ds  
lek/kku esa /kkfeZd vkLFkk fdruh egRoiw.kZ 
Hkwfedk fuHkk ldrh gSA thvkbZMCY;w, fofHkUu 
erksa vkSj /keks± ds usrkvksa dks ,dtqV djrh 
gS] vU; lac) i{kksa dks tkx#d djrh gS] 
O;ogkj esa cnyko ds lans'k QSykrh gS vkSj 
yksxksa ls laidZ djrh gSA blds lkFk&lkFk 
QhYM esa ok'k ls lacaf/kr mik; viukrh gS 
rFkk ljdkj ds lkFk uhfrxr fgek;r djrh 
gSA 

1Hkkjr dh tux.kuk 2011 http://www.census2011.co.in/religion.php 

vPNk LokLF; 
vkSj [kq'kgkyh

LoPN ty 
,oa LoPNrk
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# xksfcUn flag ds 350osa 
izdk'k mRlo ds volj ij 
Xykscy baVjQsFk ok'k vyk;al 

¼thvkbZMCY;w,½ ds rgr fofHkUu /keks± ds 
20 ls vf/kd usrkvksa us ok'k ds fy, gkFk 
feyk;kA 

;qfulsQ bl vyk;al dk rduhdh 
lg;ksxh gS vkSj izeq[k vk;kstuksa rFkk  
/kkfeZd mRloksa ds nkSjku ,lMhth 6 ls 
tqM+s izeq[kksa lans'kksa ds izlkj esa lg;ksx 
nsrk gSA 

fiNys 3 o"kZ esa thvkbZMCY;w, us 400 ls 
vf/kd /kkfeZd usrkvksa vkSj gtkjksa yksxksa 
ls laidZ fd;k vkSj /kkfeZd vkLFkk ds 
utfj, ls ok'k ds eqís dks yksxksa rd 
igqapk;kA mlus uhfr cukus okyksa] lkalnksa 
vkSj fo/kk;dksa rFkk ljdkjh vf/kdkfj;ksa ds 
lkFk Hkh ok'k ds ckjs esa fgek;r dh vkSj 
leqnk;ksa esa bl vk'k; ds dk;ZØe pyk,A 

thvkbZMCY;w, us 4 tuojh dks fcgkj esa 
ok'k f'k[kj cSBd vk;ksftr dh ftlesa 
iVuklkfgc ds izeq[k tRFksnkj th ds 
lkFk 5 fofHkUu /keks± ds 12 /kekZf/kdkfj;ksa 
ds lkFk&lkFk fcgkj ds jkT;iky] tu 
LokLF; ea=h] xzkeh.k fodkl lfpo 
vkSj ;qfulsQ fcgkj QhYM dk;kZy; ds 
izeq[k 'kkfey gq,A bl vk;kstu ds fy, 
rduhdh leFkZu ;qfulsQ us fn;kA 

thvkbZMCY;w, f'k[kj cSBd esa ok'k ds 
egRoiw.kZ eqíkasa ij [kkldj efgykvksa vkSj 
cPpksa ds utfj, ls ppkZ gqbZA bl nkSjku 
fcgkj esa ok'k ds lanHkZ esa fparktud 
fLFkfr dks mtkxj fd;k x;kA [kqys eas 
'kkSp vkSj lkQ&lQkbZ dh vknrksa ds ckjs 
esa foLrkj ls ppkZ gqbZA

bl nkSjku fcgkj esa baVjQsFk 'kk[kk ds 
xBu dh ?kks"k.kk dh xbZA ftls ;qfulsQ 
rduhdh leFkZu nsxkA bl 'kk[kk ds xBu 
ls fcgkj esa LFkkuh; /kkfeZd usrkvksa dk 
usVodZ cukdj ;qfulsQ ds izkFkfed {ks=ksa 
ls tqM+s lans'k leqnk;ksa rd igqapkus esa 
enn feysxhA bl ckjs esa 19 uoEcj] 2016 

xq
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International Women’s Day Seminar organized at 
Aligarh Muslim University

UN-AMU-UN WOMEN 
Seminar expands knowledge 
frontier on SDGS 

8 March is International Women’s 
Day, a global day celebrating the 
social, economic, cultural and political 
achievements of women. The day also 
marks a call to action for accelerating 
gender parity.

In India, celebrations of IWD stretched 
throughout the whole month of March. 

On 7 March, United Nations Information 
Centre for India and Bhutan (UNIC) 
collaborated with the Maulana Azad 
Library of Aligarh Muslim University 
(AMU), UN-WOMEN & AMU’s 
Advanced Centre for Women’s Studies, 
to  celebrate International Women’s Day 
by organizing a Seminar on “Agenda 2030 
– Expanding the Knowledge Frontier” 
on 7th March 2017, at the Cultural Hall, 
Maulana Azad Library, AMU, Aligarh. 

Built around the theme for International 
Women’s Day 2017 ‘Women in the 
Changing World of Work’, the Seminar 
highlighted that all the 17 SDGs were 
inextricably linked with the progress of 
women; gender is a major cross-cutting 
issue in AGENDA 2030. The Seminar at 
AMU aimed at informing the students 
about the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) and emphasising the 
importance of true gender equality, 
promoting women’s rights and increasing 
their participation in issues of peace and 
development.

In his inaugural address AMU’s Vice-
Chancellor Lt. General Zameer Uddin 
Shah highlighted the University’s policy 
of gender equality and the importance 
of providing equal opportunities for 
women and girls. Declaring himself to 
be a feminist, UNIC Director Derk Segaar 
set the tone for the seminar; emphasising 
that gender equality - and the ideas, 
creativity and brainpower women had to 
offer - were crucial to achieving the SDGs. 
Chief Guest Dr. Syeda Saiyidain Hameed, 
Former Member of the erstwhile Planning 
Commission delivered the Keynote 
Address highlighting inspiring examples 
of the inordinate achievements of women 
in attaining equality. 

The first Panel Discussion on ‘Women 
in the World of Work’ was presided by 
AMU Pro Vice-Chancellor Brig. Syed 
Ahmad Ali. Expert speakers included 
in the session were: Dr. Meera Khanna 
,Vice-President-Guild for Service who 
highlighted the plight of women in the 
work force and the need for additional 
services to be targeted to them to enable 
them to work and be treated as equals; In 

her impassioned presentation Ms. Trisha 
Shetty, CEO & Founder SHESAYS, spoke 
of the struggle of women against violence, 
and gender discrimination. Trisha who is 
also SDG-5 global youth advocate also 
spoke of difficult issues such as marital 
rape and several issues where women’s 
choice was often curbed. Ms. Ajita Tiwari 
Padhi, National Facilitator, Indian Network 
on Ethics & Climate Change spoke on 
how climate change was increasing 
the vulnerability of women and was 
directly hurting their economic and social 
progress. 

The second session on ‘Women in the 
Changing World’ was chaired by Prof. 
Nighat Ahmad, Director, Advanced 
Centre for Women’s Studies. This session 
showcased AMU staff and students 
as speakers. Prof. A.R. Vijapur spoke 
extensively on CEDAW. The highlight 
of this session were the three student 
speakers who spoke on different aspects 
of women issues: Ms. Aleena Khan spoke 
on women in AMU; Ms Aiman Jafri 
spoke on women and entitlement and 
Mr. Faizan Anwar on Women in the 21st 
Century. 

Attended by over 200 participants the 
excitement at AMU on this seminar was 
palpable. Over 60 media articles in Hindi, 
Urdu and English highlighted the event. n
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Film Festival shines light on Women facing Disability

Special edition of We Care Film 
Fest marks IWD 2017

To mark International Women’s Day 
(IWD), UN in India, in collaboration 
with the We Care Film Festival, 
screened several films on Women and 
Disability at the UN Conference Hall 
on 9 March 2017.

The physically impaired and disabled 
community is attributed a negative 
identity by society, and much of their 
social life is a struggle against this 
imposed image. 

UNIC Director, Derk Segaar welcomed 
the gathering and shared his thoughts 
about cinema as a powerful medium 
for educating masses and bringing a 
behavioral change in their practices 
and attitudes towards the differently-
abled. Over the years, the We Care 
Film Festival has been particularly 
effective in changing people’s 
perceptions and uprooting societal 
stereotypes.

Our panelists for the day, Ms. Stuti 
Kacker, Chairperson, The National 
Commission for Protection of Child 

Rights, Dr. Anita Ghai, Professor, 
Ambedkar University and Ms. 
Vidushi Chaturvedi, Joint CCA, 
Department of Telecommunication, 
Shillong, Ministry of Communication, 
Government of India shared their 
views about the need to change 
the context in which we look at 
disabilities. Dr. Ghai’s proposal 
about introducing a Disability 
Study Programme at the Ambedkar 

University as a strategy to generate 
more awareness and knowledge, found 
wide encouragement from the audience.

Films can be used as a powerful catalyst 
for spreading information about issues 
in the disability community, but more 
importantly, they illustrate the power of 
hope and perseverance. As the world 
endeavours towards progress, the real 
test will be in how we treat people with 
disabilities. n
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Survey 2017

UNIC New Delhi's monthly newsletter, UNEWS has been instrumental in 
disseminating information on the United Nations to a wide variety of audiences.

In our efforts to understand and cater to the needs of our audience better, we have 
designed this survey to collect your thoughts, opinions, and recommendations with us. Please 
tick your preferred choices in the questions below.

What type of information in the newsletter do you 
find the most interesting and useful? 

• News about UN activities at the global level 

• Messages from the Secretary-General

• Opinion pieces from high-level UN representatives

• UN events in India

• Work of UN agencies in India

• In-depth articles about development challenges and 
solutions in India

How would you rate the relevance of the written 
content of the newsletter?

• Highly Positive

•  Positive

• Neutral

• Negative

• Highly Negative

How would you rate quality of the written content 
of the newsletter? 

• Highly Positive

• Positive

• Neutral

• Negative

• Highly Negative

How would you rate the relevance of the visual 
content of the newsletter? 

• Highly Positive

• Positive

• Neutral

• Negative

• Highly Negative

How would you rate the quality of the visual content 
of the newsletter? 

• Highly Positive

• Positive

• Neutral

• Negative

• Highly Negative

How would you rate the overall design of the 
newsletter? 

• Highly Positive

• Positive

• Neutral

• Negative

• Highly Negative

Have you been receiving your copy of the newsletter 
regularly?

• Yes

• No

How often would you like to receive our newsletter? 

• Monthly

• Once in two months

• Quarterly



Age :

• Under 18

• 18-30

• 30-45

• 45-60

• 60 and above

State of Residence: __________________

City of Residence: __________________

Field of Occupation:

• Government or government organizations

• Diplomatic Community

• Research organizations and Think-tanks

• Educational institutions and Academia
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How would you like to read our newsletter?

• Print Version

• Online

Are there any suggestions or comments that you would like to share with us?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

• Business and Corporations

• NGOs and Civil Society

• Media

• Other --------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

How long have you been receiving the UNIC 

newsletter? 

• Less than 6 months

• 1- 2 years

• 2 -5 years 

• 5-10 years

• More than 10 years

About You

Please complete this survey online at  https://goo.gl/forms/YcNz79onjHmQBkYV2

If you do not have access to the Internet, please send the completed survey to us at:

“UNEWS SURVEY, The Director, United Nations Information Centre for India and Bhutan,

55, Lodi Estate, New Delhi-110003.

Survey 2017



24 March 2017 marked the 
launch of Seven Decades and 
Beyond: The UN-India Connect, a 

commemorative volume that traces the 
history of India’s association with the 
United Nations over a span of seventy 
years. Held at the India International 
Centre Auditorium, the book launch 
was attended by representatives of the 
government, members of the diplomatic 
community, the media, academia, civil 
society, corporate partners, and UN staff.

The Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker 
of the event, Ambassador Vijay 
Nambiar, held the post of Chef de 
Cabinet to the former Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon, and served as his Special 
Advisor on Myanmar. Along with 
Mr. Yuri Afanasiev, United Nations 
Resident Coordinator and UNDP 
Resident Representative in India, and 

Mr. Derk Segaar, Director of the United 
Nations Information Centre for India 
and Bhutan, Amb. Nambiar formally 
launched the book. He addressed the 
audience with highlights of the history 
of the United Nations, and illustrated 
India’s continued engagement with the 
UN by using three examples of young 
Indian individuals and organisations 
who were trying to tackle global 
concerns in inspiring new ways.

The UN-India 70 volume, printed 
by Niyogi Press, highlights India’s 
role as co-founder of the UN and 
explores Indian foreign policy at the 
UN, different UN partnerships and 
outreach in India, and the histories and 
highlights of all the UN organizations 
operating in the country. At the 
heart of the volume lie eight memoirs 
by distinguished Indians who have 
made history at the highest levels 

of the United Nations: Dr. Kiran Bedi, 
Mr. Virendra Dayal, Mr. Nitin Desai, 
Ambassador Chinmaya Gharekhan, 
Ambassador Arundhati Ghose, Lt. General 
Satish Nambiar, Ambassador Hardeep Puri 
and Dr. Shashi Tharoor. Excluding Ghose, 
who passed away last year and Amb. 
Puri who was out of country, the other 
six contributors participated in a panel 
discussion, moderated by veteran foreign 
affairs journalist, Ms. Suhasini Haider.

The panel discussion ranged widely from 
balancing Indian and global identities and 
interests, to the current and future role 
of the UN in multilateral affairs, India’s 
contributions to peacekeeping, and the 
economic and social aspects of the UN’s 
work. Each eminent individual shared 
their experiences and insights based on 
questions by Ms. Haidar. For example, 
Dr. Bedi addressed the evolution of UN 
peacekeeping and stressed the importance 
of the CCIT, a Comprehensive Convention 
on International Terrorism, that would 
provide a clear definition of terrorism.

Dr. Tharoor analysed India’s role at the 
UN, concluding by saying, “I frankly 
believe there is no alternative to the UN, 
but I definitely believe the UN can be 
improved… There is no other institution 
in the world that brings together every 
single country on the planet in a 
shared collective enterprise of universal 
aspiration.” n

rovIng reporter
P

ho
to

s:
 U

N
IC

/S
. D

hi
llo

n

Amb. Vijay Nambiar launches India and United 
Nations 70th Anniversary Book
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