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YOUTH YATRA

At Google ‘hangout,’ UN Secretary-General discusses
key issues with global youth

S

ecretary-General Ban Ki-moon
engaged with young people from
around the world on issues such
as technology, youth unemployment
and women’s rights during an online
conversation hosted on the Google Plus
platform.
“I make it a point not just to listen to
ambassadors and presidents. I get so
much out of listening to people like
you. That is why I want to hear your
ideas,” the United Nations chief told
the six young people from Asia, Africa,
Latin America, Europe and the United
States, who were selected to take part
in consultation with partners in civil
society and academia.
Nick D’Aloisio, a young entrepreneur
from the United Kingdom, asked Mr.
Ban about what the UN is doing to
support education systems and
technology entrepreneurship across the
world.

health. Every minute and a half, a
woman dies in pregnancy or childbirth.
Every minute, a woman is infected
with HIV. We have to protect their
health,” Mr. Ban said in response to a
question by Miriam Oluoch Otieno
from Kenya on how he intends to
involve women and youth in decisionmaking processes.
“I am also committed to bringing youth
to the United Nations. Last year, I
participated in the first-ever Security
Council meeting with youth. I am also
going to appoint a Special Advisor on
Youth,” Mr. Ban added.
The 45-minute conversation was hosted
by Google’s Senior Vice President,
David C. Drummond, and was webcast
live on the UN's YouTube channel for
the public to watch.
During the conversation, Mr. Ban
encouraged young people to become
global citizens and engage with the

world around them. “Young people are
transforming our world here and now.
Look at the Arab Spring. Around the
world youth are standing up for what
they believe. When I was in my
twenties, I also participated in political
protests to demand democracy. The
difference is today, a movement can go
global in a matter of seconds,” Mr. Ban
said.
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UN Secretary-General to visit India, Myanmar

U

N Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will be visiting
India and Myanmar in late April.

In New Delhi, the Secretary-General will meet with top
government officials and other political leaders and
will also confer with the UN Country Team. He will
also receive an honorary doctorate at the Jamia
Millia Islamia University.
The Secretary-General will then travel to
Mumbai, where he will see first-hand
the tremendous progress India has
made on women and child
health.
***
In Myanmar, he will meet with senior
government officials, civil society
representatives, and others, in both the
capital, Naypyidaw, and in Yangon.

The Secretary-General also invited
young people to take part in global
initiatives such as the UN Conference
on Sustainable Development (Rio+20),
which will be held in Brazil in June,
and the Youth Employment Forum at
the end of May in Geneva, which is
organized by the International Labour
Organization (ILO).
The event was a partnership between
Google, the UN Department of Public
Information (DPI) and the UN Alliance
of Civilizations (UNAOC).
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“Education is critical, but that
education has to lead somewhere. Too
many people leave school without the
skills that the job market needs,” Mr.
Ban told him. “We need to make sure
education provides young people with
21st century skills.”
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Mr. Ban told participants that one of
his priorities as Secretary-General is
creating opportunities for women and
young people and putting them at the
centre of development.
“I am gravely concerned about the plight
of women around the world. Everywhere
I go I insist that governments do more
for women,” he stated.
“I also visit health clinics to shine a
spotlight on the importance of women’s

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (centre) prepares for his live chat on the
social media platform, Google+.
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UNIC marks World Health Day in Mumbai

‘Never Again’
18th Commemoration of the Rwanda Genocide

D

iplomats, business leaders who
have invested in the African
continent, mediapersons and
artists came together on 7 April at the
Rwandan High Commission in New
Delhi for the 18th commemoration of the
genocide in Rwanda and to pledge
‘Never Again”. Nearly every African
mission was represented during the
sombre ceremony.

The evening also comprised an
excellent skit on the relationship
between the elderly and their families,
put together by students of the
Department of Human Development,
SNDT University. A youth band played
music with special lyrics for the
elderly. Awards were presented to
MUNA's “most elderly but still very
active” members. Several people from
the diplomatic community in Mumbai
also attended, as did those from
academia, the business world, and
youth supporters, the latter having
organized the evening under the
leadership of the dynamic Secretary of
MUNA, Ashraf Ahmad Shaikh.

The UNIC Director remarked that the
Spanish language had actually got it
right. The word for retirement in
Spanish is jubilación, meaning
celebration and happiness. And as the
UN Secretary-General says in his
message, “Increased longevity is a
cause for celebration and something to
which we all aspire”.

In his address, the High Commissioner
spoke about the important lessons of
the genocide for the global community.
Speaking on behalf of the Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of India,
Dr. Kumar stated that India supported
Africa’s economic and social
development. Rajiv Chandran delivered
the message of UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon which focused on the
theme: Learning from history to shape
a bright future. “Rwanda is making
progress towards building a more
peaceful and just society, “Mr.
Chandran said quoting the UN
Secretary-General. “The international
community is striving to ensure that
similar tragedies never happen again.”
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UNIC Director Kiran MehraKerpelman delivered the United
Nations Secretary-General's message
and lauded MUNA for its diverse
activities in promoting the issues and
values of the United Nations. “Here in
Mumbai, we probably have the most
active and live UN Association in
India”, she said, “and we cannot spread
the message without your collaboration
and help”.

MUNA for a very eminent group of
speakers who shed light on different
aspects of ageing. These included the
Consul General of the People's
Republic of China in Mumbai, H.E.
Mr. Niu Qingbao, Dr. Ravi Bapat,
Prof Emeritus, KEM Hospital, Mohini
Mathur, Senior Advisor, MUNA and
Suresh Srivastava, SecretaryGeneral of IFUNA. Mr. Qingbao
pointed out the similarities between
the two giants, India and China, which
between them have the largest
population of elderly persons, and he
reflected Mr. Ban Ki-moon's statement
that “Soon, for the first time in history,
the world will have more adults aged
65 or older than children under five”.
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B

uilding further on our links
with the Indian Federation of
UN Associations (IFUNA),
member of the World Federation of UN
Associations (WFUNA), UNIC New
Delhi collaborated in Mumbai with the
Maharashtra United Nations
Association (MUNA) to celebrate World
Health Day on the theme “Ageing and
Health”.

Amid strains of “Never Again” from a
music album by Rwandan musicians,
UNIC National Information Officer
Rajiv Chandran joined H.E.
Williams Nkurunziza, the High
Commissioner of Rwanda, and Dr. B.
M. Vinod Kumar, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA),
Government of India, in a candle
lighting ceremony in memory of the
victims of the genocide.

The event concluded with a peace song
by the wife of the Ambassador of
Trinidad and Tobago to India.
UNIC also displayed a panel exhibition
highlighting key themes being
promoted by the Outreach Programme
on the Rwanda Genocide and the
United Nations.

Mrs. Mehra-Kerpelman commended
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